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tion through higher salinity levels. 
This possibility will be monitored 
continually to detect any possible 
problems. 

Wildlife 

Within the existing shore, little 
indication of any shellfish concen- 
tration exists. Some damage to mi- 
grating fish could occur if channel/ 
basin are dredged during the late 
winter-early spring spawning 
months. 

Seven rare or endangered species 
reside in the Southeastern United 
States and could be present in the 
MOTSU area. These are the brown 
pelican, southern bald eagle, Amer- 
ican peregrine falcon, red cockaded 
woodpecker, American alligator, 
Ipswich sparrow and Atlantic stur- 
geon. Of these, only the American 
alligator has actually been seen on 
MOTSU. His living area is the 
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same as that of the osprey, but 
it represents only a small amount 
of the habitat territory open to him 
in the entire area. 


Historic 

The local area abounds with his- 
torical landmarks, including a salt 
factory and a Civil War battery 
south of MOTSU. To the north, 
many landmarks are older. These 
include Fort Anderson, Brunswick 
Town and the Orton Pond. Old 
River Road, which connected all 
these, runs through MOTSU. None 
will be affected by the changes at 
MOTSU. 


Time Span 


The entire project can be viewed 
in three time spans, immediate, 
intermediate and long-term. 


Immediately, the diked area be- 
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comes an 800-acre wasteland. 
Water tables change, river turbidi- 
ty rises, larval loss increases and 
the wildlife population within and 
without the area varies. This im- 
mediate view occurs every two 
years when the operation is re- 
peated. 

Future dredging processes can 
be dictated by the knowledge gain- 
ed with each operation. In other 
words, data on what is necessary 
and what is unnecessary will be- 
come a future guide. 

The 18-24 month dredging cycle 
may be lengthened considerably, 
thereby helping to amortize the 
cost of diking. 

For the present, the goal is to 
achieve the ability to perform the 
assigned mission as soon as possible 
with 100 percent capability with 
the least injury or disturbance to 
all concerned. 
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